Serological markers in inflammatory bowel diseases.
This chapter is an overview of the literature on serological markers of inflammatory bowel diseases (IBD), focusing on anti-neutrophil cytoplasm autoantibodies (ANCA) and anti- Saccharomyces cerevisiae mannan antibodies (ASCA). The methodology for ANCA and ASCA testing is first introduced. The value of these markers as diagnostic tools is then discussed. Other chapters are devoted to the potential role of ANCA and ASCA in disease monitoring, disease stratification and as subclinical markers in families. Finally reviewed are other antibodies recently tested in clinical trials such as pancreatic antibodies and antibodies directed against bacterial antigens. The role of these antibodies in the pathophysiology of IBD still needs to be assessed. We also need to identify the ASCA immunogen(s) eliciting the antibody response.